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And Diſcuſſed , upon occaſion of a Treatiſe En- 
. titled, Paifh Churches turn'd into Conventicles, 8&c. 
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Worthy: Sir, 


O your Second Letter received laſt yield the Det the 
incloſed Diſſertation, I cannot but y Debt of 
an Anſwer ſomewhat ſooner, becauſe I perceive you 
_ fo fally ; tho I could ſcarce at any time ſet 

fachja Task as you ſet me, more incommodiouſ- 

21h as bein being walled wi with ſuch a Grievous Catarrh , Hoarſneſs, and 
as —— on that Thur ſday, to break off my 

conſtant 
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him, and 


touched by 
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Motives, and 
ec changing, the. 


in theſe 
two things principally, and in = opinion CEnnY ven 


not Holydays, the Service of Wedneſdays and F 

ther are they not CHO to this Gentlemans Rule ) worſe than 

Conventiclers ; as I think before God they are, who come not 

to Church, nor go to Conventicles, but on Publick Days of Wor- 

ſhip profanely ſtay at home. Surely as perverſeneſs, and obſtina- 
in errour, are by the Learned the formal part of an 
eretick : $0 likewiſe is it of a Schi k, or Schiſmatizer; 

the Material part being the errour it ſelf of no ſmall impor- 


tance. 

And this is the ſecond Reaſon diſtinguiſhing Omſſion at moſt of 
a Circumſtance in Publick Worthip from Conventicling : For ſee, 
and judge indifferently the whole worſhip of Conventiclers. Is it 
not in Matter and in Form both,and alſo inall Circumſtances as much 
different from the Church-worſhip, as they well can ro bear up 
the Name of Chriſtian? Doth it not wholly proceed from their 
own humane Brain ? An intolerable crime with them, when they 
whom they have made their Adverſaries cannot alledge direct and 
expreſs Scriptures for all they ſay, or do in Gods Worſhip? I am 
of St. Hilarys mind of old, That not the love of Walls facred, 
alters the Worſhip, but the Doctrine and Worſhip rather changes, 
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and unhalloyeth. the Place : > Fabrick of « Lavful Chnrch, he 


ofPlaceis only changed, I am 
quite of ezothet opinins, nalels this be dons out of tion. 
For _ —— a Miniſter ſhould be { abturd as to 

e the time of the Service, and keep his due place of 
the union-Table, reading it after Dinner ? This would be 
worſe than the former, bur ſtill it would not be Conventicling, un- 
leſs all Irregular Worſhip makes a Conventicle, which if ſo, it may 
make it Popery too, and with better Reaſon, ſuchas the Phanaticks 
never dreamt on, or ' dared never to utter. For Papiſts divide not 
their Service into ſeerl Places but keep their Station where they 

ſome / of Geſticularions. 


good by ws Ways, Firſt by probable es begetting this 
Perſuaſion, Secondly by Examining the Pregnancy and Validity ſu 
tray to the contrary mentioned and u = 
H, My firſt Part I ſhall endeavour to make good by fi 

"what fakes my Conjeftures.For I loppote.: L. that the conſtant 
feſſion of our Church in following the Scripture as a true Rule of 
DoQtrine and Worſhip, and that as interpreted by the moſt Anci- 
ent, Sound, and Holy Church of Chriſt met here withno ObſtruCti- 
on or Exception; littleor no cauſe being gre her to ſwerve fo 
her profeſſed Rule of Charity and .New,as I have (if 
memory fail me not) intimated unto you in Perſonal Diſcou 

not find that a 4c Ancient Churches, nor at this out of 
England, in Reformed or Unreformed, in Eaſtern, or 

Churches, that the Office of the Church was ſo divided, a as «+ ron one 
part of it ſhould be ſaid in one Part, or Quarter of the Church ; and 
another in another Part ; but where it began, there it ended. 

It way ſeem therefore a more- neceſſary than curious Inquiry, to 
learn whence our Church took up that Cuſtome ſo ſtrange every 
where elſe. For tho after greater Concourſes of Chriſtians , for 
their greater benefit drew down the Office of the Church _— the 

ern 
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Faſtern Part, and Quire, into the Body of the Church, for bette* 
Diſtribution of the Service among the Multitude, yer ſtill, th® 
Office deſigned for the day was entirely compleated in one Place. 
Neither ch it be faid that our Desk-Service , or common daily Ser- 
vice is adiſtin&t Service from thatof the Communion Service, which 
fome , others making a threefold Service by vertue of the 
Litany to the reſt, upon Special days, which1 think can ſcarce 
be madegood ; yet if all this weretrue, ( which I ſhall rather yield, 
than here diſpute ) ſtill we ſhall want an ancient Precedent to war- 
rant this divifion of our Service into ſundry Places. 

For as for that Ancient DiftinCtion of the 24ſa, into that of the 
Fideles, and the Catechumeni, whereof that conſiſted in the Celebra- 
tion of the Lords Supper and the Communicating therein ; This was 
called Sicca, becauſe were only certain Prayers preliminary and 
common to all,deſigned for oo as well as Baptized, without 
Conſecration : and therefore was alſo ſometimes call'd Nawica, be- 
cauſe it'might be uſed at Sea, on Ship-board, where they judged it 
not._fafe to conſerrate, yet { as I was ſaying ) in one and the ſame 
Place when joyntly uſed, they were performed. This Diſtin&tion 
mentioned coming neareſt to the Reſembling and Juſtification of our 
ſtop of the Communion Service, where there is no Conſecration, at 
the end of the Prayer for the Holy Catholick Church, is much af- 
ſerted by Bartholomens Nervias in his defence of Caſſander, page 890, 
ag erg works. Andis acknowledged by Chemmirins Exam. 

dent. . 363. Part. And more largely by Caſſander himſelf 
out of W, Socrates", and Durantas, in the 34 Ch. of his 
Liturgies. ch I chuſe to ſpeak of here, as well to juſtifie 
the likePraQtice in our Church, as alſoto ſhew, that ſuch Diſtintion 
in the Office can be no ſufficient ground to juſt ifie diſtinCt Places of 
Worſhip : And therefore we are tofetch the cauſes from ſome other 
fv this : And I am of opinion, that ſuch ſearch will be loſt 

out of our own Church : that in our own Church will 

be found a Singular Occomomia, ( as St. C . would callit ) and 

—— to gain,in the Spring of our Reformation,by all means, 
e. 

For in truth I amnot ſo well read in, or ſo well remember, the 
Antiquities of our Church, as to be able to ſay when the Desk or 
Reading Pew in the Body of the Church, came firſt to be appointed, 
tho I remember ſome no modern Articles of Biſhops Viſitations en- 
quiring after them, as appointed. But when ever they "eiSeirl 

Ne _ JÞpointe 
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tobe proved by Mr. #. and others from a two-fold Rubrick, the one 
requiring that the Miniſter ſtand at the North end of the Table, 
which he cannot do, unleſs he be there. This is very true. But 
can he not be there, unleſs he becommanded to be there? Or may he 
not be commanded to be there, when he aCtually is to celebrate, and 
ſo have Rules appointed how to order his Actions, and Station 
through the whole, but this muſt oblige to that place when the cele- 
bration doth not follow, nor is intended ? 

Again, it is argued from a Rubrick ſaying, Then ſhall the Prieſt 
return to the Lords Table. And this fay they. neceſſarily implies 
that he was there before. I you it. But the queſtion is not con- 
cerning his I ome occaſions, having been there 
eparing for a Communion before 


u 
Sermon ) _ having ended his Sermon. This 
imſelf when he is there, but does not 


an abſolute command, or Conditional only. That is, whether 
the Miniſter having proceeded ſo far in that Service, is abſolutely 
bound to Preach, or read an Homily ( which I know none will 

ſitively affirm ) or only obliged when there is aSermon or Homily, 
here to have it» Which I doubt not but will generally be granted to 


ery 
From hence then in manner 1 inferr, that return- 
ing to the Lords Table is neceſſarily impoſed upon the Miniſter, 
when his Miniſtration required that he ſhould be there, and condi- 
tionally, - rn ne ee if it be 4 
that he is always required, this 1s to neſtion, which cou 
cory! np rs rm pr par) on his circlehe muſt needs 
be there becauſe he muſt return thither, and he muſt return thither 
becauſe he was there. . And thus haye I done with my firſt proof of 
my Propoſition, viz. That the primary intention of our Church 
was ( imitating ancient Churches ) that theentire Service ſhould be 
ſaid in one place, and conſequently that ſhe never intended one part 
of the Communion Service ſhould be Executed in the Desk, and ona 
B 
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ther at the Lords Table, but that remitting cls, coin ie Devi 

ſuffering the firſt Service, as now it is called, tobe in 

thatſke yielded,that fo much of the ſecond might 

uſed,as related not necellarily 1» 

Reaſans arguing a ofthe 26f/a Sircs 20 be cur of the Deak. 
A Second Reaſon I make to be from not the Caſual, but the Pur- 


cages es King! Ns ae Reforms 
bricksto Stand in thax doubeful manner, as befare, in the New Edi- 
Lark ape, ade given to miniſter aut, of the Time of the 

na odet with ibopat Ln Dr ee 


and Indubitable Tenet 
all Sacred and Publick Wor- 


he upon this occaſion, 
to themin Inconvenience of the lenot abl to hear, 
= much leſs 60 nd he which» —_— Voice 
Saith at the Altar ing their Seats in the Church, which hath 
more tha one Ayr He. 


when | « 
- hoot) that they could hear nothing of 

to what L 
faid i : And yet | am conkdent there are more Voices 
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mine was, than lowder. Now what Apo- 
uch unknown Tongue to. them that hear it 
made Re _ abſolutely unknown, 

ODInY Liturgies of- 
on and inpdos, i. e. Lowly and: 
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dly - But their Low Voice A inted when- 
ſpeak not to the People, but apply themſelyer eftly and e- 


ipecially. 
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ſpecially to God, as in aftual Conſecration. And the Author of the 
ilatio Chrenologica,at the Year 484. amongſt the German Hiſtori- 
ans theſe words , Tres Cauſe ob quas ſub ſilentio pronunciat Ca- 
110n : 1 Hos ing mat 2 T adinm crearcs Populs & Sactr- 
doti, 3. Ne vwileſcant Vt Et} 
The like cauſes may you find in Biel Lef. 15. or the Maſs and 
et more fully in Yicecomes Vol. 3, Lib. 3. Cap. 23. which notwith- 
ing the Church of England never purpoſely hideth from the 
People any part of the Service, tho by accident all may not be ca- 
e of what is ſaid openly : But 1 upon it as a tion 
ling the Worſhip of God'in Tratt of time : Ancienter Days 
allowing Explicite and Audible Pronunciation of thoſe things which 
after-Ages made too Myſtical to be made Common - As you may 
find well Proved by Spalatenſis Reipub, Eccleſiaſt. Lib. 5. Ch. 6. Num. 
11. And Photins Nomocanon, Tit. 3. Cap. 1. proves the ſame out 
of the 5 Canon of Laodices, and 5 Baſil, and the Code. And there- 
fore much more doth our Church require ſuch Audible Miniſtrations. 
Which if ſhe does, how ſhe can require ſuch a Miniſtration, as ſhould 
neither be underſtood, nor ſo much as heard, Judge yau. 

Two things I am ay may be_ here Retorted, one 
whereof is mentioned by Mr. Z. Firſt, it may ſo fall out that 
a Man cannot be heard in the Desk, and ſo another manger of care . 
ought to be taken againſt this Inconvenience as well as that. I anſwer, 
This is Poffible, and doth divers times happen: But when the 
Church hath taken all Ordinary care to prevent an Inconvenience, 
LOS ns WING to be Expedted from her, but 

uch rare Inconveniences muſt be ſuffered, to prevetit Multiplicity 
of Remedies, which like the Frequentation of Phylick to obviate eve- 
little Indiſpoſition in the Body Natural, would prove worſe 

than the Diſeaſe. For as Plato was wont to ſay, To multiply Laws 
upon every light occaſion ſeeming uſeful, is to cut off Hydra's Head, 
in place of which many will ſuddainly Spring up. Which by the way 
were to be wiſhed would be duly conſideredby our States-men, who 
reſently finding the Subject in the leaſt Incommoded, muſt make a 

w to cut off that Grievance, not foreſceing greater Evils read 
to break out npon that Law. But to return, The Caſe is mu 
different in the Serviceat the Lords Table, and inthe Desk, when 
as the firſt by many is never heard, and the Second ſometimes not 
heard by ſome few. 

Another Objeftion may he, That as for the better hearing the for- 

B 2 mer 
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mer Part of the, Com. Service was. brought into. the Desk, fo 
by the like Reafon ought the other Conſecrating Part be there alſo 
fixed. To which my reply is that, Firſt, this by the Rubrick of 
Office was, and is left to the-Diſcretion of the Ordinary, who 
Power to bring the Com. Table into the Church, I tuppoſe, 
when be Sees the C uncapable of ſo a Company as is to 
Communicate Ordinarly. Nextl Anſwer, there is a great Diſ- 
ity in the Caſes. when People attually Communicate, 
are not only Permitted, but invited to leave their Remoter 
and Humbly to Preſent themſelves in the Chancel at a Com- 
diſtance, ſo that they may heighten their Meditation by be-= 

ing, and Inflame their Devotions more fully, by hearing the 
Officiate - But ig the firſt Part this is not Permitted, nor 


Will you Pleafe to- hear the Judgment of Marry Bucer in his 
en gone en ates of the iſh Service concerning this 
Point ?- It is very Harſh, for one that was much. more Gentle then 

" his Fellow Reformers of that time : His Words are theſe, Ur enim 
chorus. ſit tam procul ſejunttus a reliquo Templo, & in eo tantum Sacra 
weſententur, que tamen ad omnem pertinent Populum, Clerumque hoc 
rift eft. du ontumge Lord For you know this 

to be fevere. Andlittle leſsisthat of MerickCauſabon Son of 1/aac, 
and Late Prebend of Canrerburyin his Treatiſe of Preaching Pag. 21. 
if I miſtake not, 025. aan However this Occaſion being giv- 
en me, I cannot but profeſs my Great Diſlike, that the Service, and 
be Parted. any where, the one, in one Place, and the 

other in another, if it may poſſibly be avoided. Eſpecially at ſuch 
a diſtance, as it. is here with us in the Cathedral, and Metropoliti- 
cat Church of Chriſt in Canterbury. 1 Conceive it one Reaſon, that 
ſo few are ON and by Conſequent, not. more in Love with 
the Service.. 1 leave this to Conſideration. | 
+ But I gather from St. Aug.words in his firſt Book Comre Fpiſtolam 
Permeniani, Ch. 7. That tho the Prieſt miniſter'd inthe Chancel, yer 
the People both heard and underſtood, and ſaid Amer to thePray- 
ers, as theſe words Teſtifie, Populus autem, cujus ille Sacerdos eft,, ad- 
buc foris gemit : Nam cum Epiſcopus- ſolus intus eft, Populus & orat 
cum illo, & quaſi ſmbſeribens ad ejs Verba, Reſponder Amen. This 
being within of the Biſhop, and this for, or without, of the People, 
who anſwered Amen to his Prayers, was much different from our 
Church and Chancel. For indeed they ſeemto be divided not much 
other- 
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otherwiſe than that Place within the Rails from the reſt of the 
Chancel; or as myſelf have ſeen in ſome Greek,Churches, as a Skreen 
with two Doors divides one Part of an Hall from another, which 
hindered not the People from partaking of what was there with- 
in done by the Biſhop or Prieſt. But when Zeal toward the moſt 
Sacred Place, ( as they judged that, wherein the Service of God 
was ſpecially performed ) cauſed mea ta build Ample Chancels 
diſtinft from the Body of the Church ( to Speak the Plaintruth ) 
they fell into a Pious Errour, and brought great Inconvenience in- 
to the Publick Service of God in the ny ag all thoſe, who 
look upon unknown, or unheard of Worſhip ;. as contrary to true 
Chriſtian Communion. Of the Number of which ſeeing our Church 
hath ever Profeſſed it ſelf, how can we fairly ſuppoſe ſhe ſhould 
contradict her own DoCtrine by her Practice. And thus far of my 
Second Propoſition. 

My third and laſt Propoſition ( for 'tis more than time that this 
Diſcourſe were ended ) is this. That upon Suppoſition that once 
it was the real Intention of our Church, that no Part of the Se- 
cond Service, even when there was no Communion, ſhould be ſaid 
any where but at the Communion-Table , Cuſtom hath both 
weakned that Law, and Interpreted the meaning of the Church ſo 
far otherwiſe , that it cannot deſerve that odious Name of Con- 
venticling to Read one Part of it in the Desk. This I purpoſely 
ſet down thus,and direCtly oppoſe to the mainColuman of this Gentle- 
mans Diſcourſe built onthe contrary, which he farther Buttreſleth, 
( as-1 may fo Speak) with many Inferior Reaſons : As the un- 
reaſonableneſs of Cuſtom to overthrow a Law. For tho ſaith he 
well, Pag. 6.a Cuſtem not prevented by a Law, maketh a Law, 

et where a Law goeth before inconſiſtent with the Cuſtom, Cu- 
om cannot , and ought not to Null that Law, being not orderly 
Reſcinded. 

Again, CI | give his meaning, not ſticking to his words ) it is a 
Grievous Afﬀeront to the Kings Majeſty, and Authority , thus by 
Cuſtom ta be Baffled. It is a Great Breach upon the Churches Au- 
thority to have her Canons and Orders thus lighted. It is an In- 
tolerable Preſumption ,for Private Prieſts of their own Heads 
without good Authority, to judge of what is Convenient or Incon- 
venient, what is Decent, or Indecent, what Superſtitions, or not 
pn, contrary to Pablick Decrees,and I may add, it is the 

Ir, 


and Ruin of this, and all other Eſtabliſhed Churches, the Pre 
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tended Charitable Complyance, with pretended tender Conſciences 
of Private Men againſt the Conſcience, and matnrer Counſets of Su- 
jours, Altthist acknowledge to be very important, and deferv- 
due Conſideration : Which I ſhall endeavour to give to it, by 
opening briefly the Power, and Nature of Cuſtom, notonly when 
is no Written Law to the contrary, but- where there is. And 
this 1 ſhall do by running through, and giving Inſtances in all ſorts 
of Laws, as Civil, Common Law with us; Canon Law with orhet 
Churches as well as ours, in all which it will appear what Great 
Influence and Efficacy Cuſtom hath over them; and ſo, no fuch 
Ws notorious, or Intolerable ng is _ - | ramary—v0eX in Co- 
here predominating over eneral Rule uppoſed 

that worthy Gentleman. ”7 
' I ſhall begin with the Judgment of that Learned Dr. Fader, 
late Maſter Pd oag nee in Cambridge, Inferiour to few of his 
Time, and none of this Nation in know of the Civil Law, as 
Fam affured by thoſe that knew him better than I did. lt being de- 
manded of him; what he thought of Cuſtom contrary to an unre- 
poked , or Statute of a Colledge ſpecially ? He anſwered, Cu- 
doth prevail in *ſach Caſes. And being urged a Second time; 
and demanded, But what if there be ſuch a Law made that ſaith, by 
way of Anticipation of abuſe of Cuſtom , that no Cuſtom which 
afterward may poſſibly arife ſhall make void ſuch a Law, ſhall 
Cuſtom prevail alſo againſt fuch a Law ? Yes, ( anſwered he } 

Enſtom is to be obſerved againſt ſuch a Law alſo. 

And that he ſpake not without Book ( as they ſay ) or without 
good Reaſon, I ſhew, beginning with the Civil Law. But firſt 
of all muſt we agree what Cuſtom -is. Conſuerudo, ( ſaith Iſidore 
Hiſpalenſis, Lib. 5.C. 3.) eft jus moribus inſtitutum., Now it is 
not ſo welf agreed-upon. by the Learned Civilians what Continua- 
tion of Praftice maketh a Lawful Cuſtom. Some Lawyers , and 
Laws{as I could Inſtance in,were it ſeaſonable ) make twenty Years 
a Competent time to produce , and denominate a Cuſtom z others 
Aſſign an Hundred Years, others forty. Now chooſe which we will 
of theſe three, there will be good Ground to found a Cuſtom of 
not neceſſary Obſervation of the Serviceat the Communion Table, 
out of Communion. For tho ( as Mr. Hooker ſaid, quored by Mr. 
H. ) the ſaid Service was commonly there uſed, - when there was 
no Communion; yet it is much more certain that more Common 
and General it was to omit it, and that for theſe Hundred m_ 
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And befides Experience, I think the Argument of the quarrelſfome 
Settaries, do prove ſo much, who-would not have dared ( tho they 
be daring enough ) to have called it-an Innovation, had it been in tie 
Memory of Man Generally obſerved. 

Rut in truth, it was their wonted, and aﬀfeCted Ignorance, which 
ſo Venturouſly and Miſchievouſly tranſports them oftentimes to 
call it an Innoyation, when they could not be ſo N_—_ of then» 
that had ever feen and been preſent at a Cathedral,but they muſt ac- 
knowledge it to be almoſt as Ancient as the Reformation, than 
which they are wont to defire nothing Ancienter. Here therefore 
we may bring in the finer Diſcourſes of fach who will diſtinguiſh. 
Uſe from . For Uſe may that be called, that which is not 

laid afide : But Cuſtorn that which is moft Common and 
Prevalent : And fuch undoubtedly is this Omifſion we ſpeak of. Some 
add a third kind, which they call hor but Faſquez in 
3. 2. Thome , tells them well, they are mi : Foras much as 
Preſcription differs from Cuſtom as to Degrees , ot as a Child from 
a Man. Oneor two Alts or Examples the Lawyers will allow for 
a Sufficient Preſcription : but they cannot alledge them to be a Cu- 
ſtom : Cuſtom being that which tor Multitude, and Extent exceeds 
all other Rules. 

Now for the force of Cnſtom , becauſe ſome are of opinion it 
dependeth upon Authority to be of Weight, I ſhall give you YVaſ- 
guez, his } in Thom. t, 2, Tom. 2, Diſpme. 177. Cap. 6. Q 52. 

th he, Exyſtimo, fi loquamr ſecundum jus Canonicum & 
Croile Imperatorum, Conſnerudmem poſſe introduci abſque ullo attu Spe- 
Cials, ſolo Extrajudixiali uſn. Nam in jure Canonico nullus textus eſt, 
in que contrarinum ſtarnatiry ;, In Civili vers Imperatorio eft lex que 
6xigat duas Sententias : That is, as I underſtand him, which required 
two hudgments, one taken from the Law written, another from the 
Law nawritten , or Cuſtom. And he that ſhall adviſe with Tho- 
ms, 1. 2, Queſt. 79. 4. 3. and his Retinne of Commentators ſhall find 
theſe three Pr ies Generally aſcribed to Caſtom. 1. That 
it abrogates takes away the Law, which I confeſs] aſſent not 
to, giving my-Reaſons hereafter, becauſe it only voids the Preſent 
Obligation to it, and not deſtroys it abſolutely. 2. It Interprets 
Law. This | hold generally true. 3. It brings in a New. Law, 
t. ce. there being no Law Antecedent oppoſing ſuch a Law : For: 


in ſuch Caſes it only lays the Ancient Law aſleep , not kills 
it. 
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' 1 might enlarge more upon this Preparatory Diſcourſe to Cn- 
Pay I come to the chin it ſelf, and the effects of it. Firſt 
in Civil Law, to make yoid ( as even now 1 faid) the Letter of 
a Law Preſcribing otherwiſe : So that if beſides General Obliga- 
tion of Obedience to Lawful Governours, men for the firmer Ra- 
outro of it, and Obſervation, GE NRRSDe nope, Bs 
according to great I ers, doth not neceſlarily, y 
bind _—_ the Li ſenſe, ym General —_ Cu- 
ſtom prevaileth to the contrary. to prove this, ge 
the words of Gerſon Chancellour once of Paris, Coroll. 13. Pag. 
6. De vita Spirituali; and the rather, becauſe Mr. #. hath plainly 
faid, that ſuch Conſactudo is no other than Corrwprels, which is di- 
rely confronted by theſe words of Grave Gerſon. Omms Lex humans 
eft vel Poſuiva, in co quod non ario participat cum N aturali, & Di- 
Vina. Hee autem Abrogatio fit vel per Conſuetudinem oppoſutam juxta 
quod dicunt Turiſte, & vernm eſt, quod Con ng 7 aig re 


adds, Fic 
autem Abrogatio per Expreſſam, ant Interpretativam ationem fac- 
tam ab illo, qui Lars | babuit Poteſtatem : fit denique Abrogatio Cau- 
fa manifeſts Danmationis, ſs Lex illa Servernr. 

Here is matter offered of a Refutation of Mr. Harts v4 rr 
on, that 2.6 C tee yaa nny Inner both 
a great Ion, A jon 0 w ſup to en- 
joyn this Praktice. For this would be only an- Interpretation of 
the mind of the Legiſlatour in the like re of Weighty Cir- 
cumſtances., Again, it would not be ſuch affront to Kings 
and Churches Authority, they both looking on and permitting this 
Cuſtom OG "arg Law. ; 09 gm a ger foyer 
gated y,tk goeth before a Recl Repeal, 
which thy Food Ordinary to the Authors of that Law, or Con- 
ſtitution, that it no more can be of force without a New A&t E- 
Raping it: but where long Cuſtom hath voided it for a time, it 
remains ſtill with the Diſpenſers of the Laws,whether Civil,or Eccle- 
fiaſtical, to Revive and Reinforce it, without any new Solemn, and 
formal EnaCting of a new one. 

This farther appeareth from Statutes of Univerſitics,Colledges in 
Univerſities,and Collegiate Churches: The Members of which oblige 
themſelves to a due Obſervation of them, and you ſce what great 
Latitude is ſuffered by vertue of Cuſtom ſubtilly, and Inſenſibly 
creep- 
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creeping upon ſuch Foundations, whereby as the Ivy eats. out the 
Heart and Life of the Timber-Tree in time, the force of them is 
almoſt loſt. Ofthis the ſame Gerſon in the ſame Place LeXwr. 4.thas 
taketh notice, Nobis preterea dicendum videtar multe ſunt Inſtitutiones, 
ad quarum Obſervationes videntur Omnes ſe Quotidians Furamentis ob- 
ſtringere,quas tamen ob ſervare non renentur. Non quod Perjurinm ſit licitum, 
ſed quod talia Furamenta ſemper ſunt imelligenda civilner, Horum Ex- 
empla ſumere poſſumus in preclara Univer ſuare Pariſienſs. 

Now what he means by Civil ſenſe of. Precepts of our Superi- 
ours and Obedience of Interiours, he intimateth to us in his Trea- 
tiſe De Perfettione Cords ;, that Obedience Sworn to our Rulers, 
extends not ſimply to all things, but only ſuch as their Power ex- 
tendeth unto ;- And in the former Treatiſe again our Obedience he 
makes fourfold. 1. Of Neceſſity 2. Of Congruity. 3. of Coun- 
ſel. 4. Of Perfection. So that OI of Neceſlity, alow- 
er Obligation tyeth us. Bernard. de Precept. et Diſpenſ. c. 16. 
wiſely conſiders twothings in taking upona Man Obligationto Su- 
periours, the Pre againſt Sin, and the Remedy Provided a- 
gainſt a Tranſgreſſion of our Superiours Laws , -and concludeth 
Solum igitur exiſtimem fregiſſe votum, violaſſe R—_ prevaricaſſe 
pattum, qui & preceptum contempſerit & remedium. 

Here we have the true and genuine CharaQter of a Phanatick: 
For to violate a Law, ſo as to contemnit, and the Propounder of 
it, is to fall into Notoriouy Diſobedience, and Contumacie odious 
to God, and deſtruCtive to all Government : And having ſo done, 
to refuſe the Remedy of Admonition, and Submiſſion, is to be Per- 
feft in modera Impiety : From which no Prieſt being Cenſured for 
not Miniftring at the Altar according as our Author requires, and 
ſtill obſtinately refuſing, preferring his own ſenſe, and the will and 
good liking of the Common Sort, before Governours, can well ex- 
cuſe himſelf : But while the Caſe is left at large, and notice taken 
of ſach Omiſſion without Cenſure, the Caſe is altered. 

And I will now make this farther good from the Common-Law, 
from which Cuſtom hath given ſufficient Diſpenſation, the Law re- 
maining in it's Native force unrepealed, and unabrogated : For 
which I ſhall follow the Judgement of that Learned Judge, Chan- 
cellour El/mere, in his famous Caſe of the Poſtnarti, Page 48, 49, 
50. Where he giveth divers Inſtances of change of Laws, and con- 
trary Determinations of Judges to Ancient Precedents and Preſcrip- 


tions, ſtanding there unrepealed. Formerly, faith -he, and ſhews 
C one 
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Cotnfortitg, atid Aſiſting a Mutther was tak- 

al, but ati AcxeTory z but row is judged Princi- 

ainder itt Tall aficiently evuld nd yo < oo 
inſt a Teiant for Life : Biit afterwards he 
of icar conlld not fave ati Attiof againſt the 

z &c. ATA CORTE Cn e but by im 

uſfom,biit by otic mg rn —_— firſt varying the 

? Arid yet Ns thority was not ſappoſed 

« Futhg dr afrutred. x Which Ancietit Laws Sab-- 

ki r. H, with great Zeal pretends muſt hereby won- 

= w fo be ſuch 4 Change Mould be made ih Ecclefiaſti 


thy the King ahd Charch 16 nothing hereby, 

i rig te Hep o he King Þ Chil Batten) and 
os Taba to ld, WA they do paſſs as done by himſelf, 
he not entring his di iſhops, ſo far as coticerns the 


Ciyil Sarition of Laws Eecietatiea, are by the A 
Er a w$, WHICH if t WG td tr by 


I 
are, dihdrs: of, th” to their own afftonts, 
< from the old Letter, tis by PraCtice interpreted, and in 
ereat juſtified. A hore ; Exnoms inſtance of Yeſterday 
Forts 7 yo Von he y be given in oppoſing and nolling 
& liament Gr ll oolten, until it was 
Reforc a more Strift. and he Atid another tnore 
we have in the At iting that all Waggons, 
Pie bor ad Trav G 4 ſhould have Broad Wheels, which never took. 
Generally negleQted, that At I6ſt it's end, and Vi- 
gour oy re 


_ And now, to touch upon the Cation-Law, and it's Obligations a- 
inveterate Cuſtom , 1 ſhall Tet down what 1 find in Biel! , 
Etiathe 5 on the Canon of the Maſs, out of Gerſon de ConraBs 
Propoſir. 16. For 1 Remember not the Paſlage my ſelf in Gerſor,and 
; png in to0 Son haſt at preſent to ſearch for it. It is this. Ubi 
» ig. y Texeror ſit, vel quando Conflititiones non pub- 
ry a oblivioni, vel non approbantix moribus Utentinm 
{ Note well this ” ſed p ſim im declinant in oppoſitum, tum Conſt itutiones 
ile deſinunt habere vim Obligationis, tanquam abelite per non Uſum, vel 
Conſuerudinem oppoſe tam, que eft optima Poſitivarum Legum Interpres. 
it is well known to indifferently Learned in the Dottrine of 
Councus 
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Councils, and their Decrees, that there is a frong Party in the Ro» 
man Church, tho pot the greateſt, that fay, Afts of General Coun- 
ſels oblige not until they be received : Yea, that a Council is then 
General, when it is received, and not otherwiſe, which tho is 
makes for my preſent purpoſe, is denied by me, as very abſurd 
co affirm 


Yet this is moſt certain, ( andI hope no man of Common inſight 
into Eccleſiaſtical Story will deny fo far as wy_ any Body to the 
ex of ſo much Labour as to prove) that Canons, 
ns called Apoſtolical, are totally laid afide by a contrary 
Cuſtom growing upon them, and them. Let us only 
refle& upon things done at bome, concerning the keeping of 
Lene { the time I now write this ) 6” 4 13> ng ay. Law, 
or Canon for other things, than for this ? yet do not you ſee 
what a Groſs negleCt there is in Obſerving it? And how few make 
a Conſcience , as they ought, of it? notthe Law ſtand as en- 
tire and vallid, as ever, and yet Cuſtom prevaileth to the con» 
trary ? Are all Phanaticks that omit it ? For my Part, if this Gen- 
tleman ſhall fay ſo, I will not © him , eſpecially if Con- 

and Contumacy be found in the Caſe, or Piſhing, and Puſhing 
at the Authority of the Church, which alone ſufficesto CharaQterize 
a Seftary. 

And the like have I already ſaid, and ſhall fay once more, con- 
cerning not Officiating at the Lords Table accompanied with can- 
tempt and Contamacy, that it isSchiſmatical, and Phanatical. But 
1 deny all Serving of God in Publick not exattly agreeing with the 
Liturgy, to be Conventicling, which this Geatleman affirms Pag. 7. 
but cannot prove. But then he demands Pag. 8. WhenaDi 
ter, and what doing ; how much, or how little differing he he- 
comes a Nonconformiſt ? Certainly Nonconformift being taken 2c- 
cording tothe Etymology of theword, thelcaft difference in Pradtice 
makes a Nonconformiſt. But Nonconformiſt is of a more large and 
Civil ſenſe, rather than Grammatical n-Common ufe. For the two 
Parts that make an Heretick , conſtitute a Schiſmatick too, and 
Nonconformiſt. Not every light Errour but one of Moment, and 
not every one of Moment, but ſuch as is ſtoutly, and boldly defended 
makes an Heretick, and Nonconformiſt in Ceremonials. 

It is farther objected, That to approve the Multitndes frowardneſs, 
and Pretence of tender Conſciences againſt Authority, is to endan- 
ger thewhole State of the Church. 1 grant it to be moſt true, that 

C 2 nothing 
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nothing can be more Pernicious to Eccleſiaſtical Order, Unity, os 


ſciences the wiſer, and Weightier Determinations of our , 
Governours: ially we conſidering Firſt,, that- no Juſt Cauſe is 
given for to Conſcience ;. and Secondly, that we muſt take 


To prevent which, it ſeems to concern Governours to judge full 
of the End and Uſe, as well EIS and clpcally ofthe 
Form it ſelf,and according]y to interpret, andenjoyn what dath-ap- 

to be Legal, and Canonical, 


doubtful. And that Variation and Exemption from Rule niay pro- 
ge from. their Particular Diſpenſation, than the choice or 
w 


are, which may Ire an Equitable, or 
than Literal , or Rigorous , ſome may 
my Part could alledge, not only the un- 
great Part, not. abſolute ( for I make no,doubt 
redound to the Deaf, and not aCtuall 
being preſent dutifully at the Miniſtration of Gods Ofi- 
ick Prayers ). of ſuch as are at Church arthe time of the 
Service at the Altar : But mine own Infirmity, which 
Years ap too Notorious : ButI hold 
to refer things of this nature to be judged and re- 

which God in his due time fend for the Refor- 
Errours, Obliquities, and DefeCfts, as have and muſt” 
ily creep into. a Church without more Frequent, General,and 


Publick Review of the Rules of Diſcipline, than. of late Years. 
been allowed. And ſo I conclude, eſling all readineſs to ſuch Re- 
ſolutions above mine own Unde Ing, not exceeding my Bodi- 
ly Power alſo. | 


wralins 
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Preliminary Refleions to the Enſuing 
Treatiſe, occaſroned by. two Papers of the 
ſame Subje?, 


N the beginning of Aderch laſt receiving from a very good 
Friend and Reverend Brother (1 may more truely ſay Bre- 
thren ) a Printed Treatiſe entitled Pariſh Churches turned into 
Conventicles, &c. Wherein the Author endeavoured to ſhew 

that the Miniſtratian of the Church of England not performed at 
the Communion-Table ( which he ſuppoſed to be commanded by 
the Church) rendred the whole, Convenricling ;, and being deſired 
to give mine Opinion of the ſame, I, tho under great Indiſpoſiti- 
ons at that time, applyed my ſelf to declare my Judgement there- 
of in manner following: which I returned to them that ſame Week, 
not intending to have it made Publick. 

But .in J«dy following receiving from the ſame hands two Papers 
more, the one called Pariſh Churches no Convenricles, &c. in a Letter 
to his Friend NV, D. the other, whoſe Title was, Aoderation. 
a Vertue : Or a Vindication of the Principles and Prattiſes of the Mo- 
derate Divines and Laity of the Church of England, &c. in which 
an Appendix was ſpecially added againſt- the foreſaid Treatiſe of 
Chltycbes turn'd into Conventicles, (of which alſo I was deſired to 
give my. Senſe) I perceiving both the- Replyers commended Mo- 
deration ſo much , thought they , nor any of their Perſwaſion, 
could take it muchamiſs, if Iſtepped in between the two Extremes. 
viz. the Gentleman, his two Adverſaries. 

And to this Purpoſe muſtdeclare my ſelf. to be much Scandaliz'd 
with the Title: of the Gentleman's Book : but upon later Informa- 
tion, that himſelf upon better thoughts, was aot very well pleaſed 
withit, I reſted better ſatisfied, ſo ſhould others too, if it beſo. 


How far I approved the Work my following Diſcourſe will ſhew.On 
the 
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the other fide, when I diſcovered ſo much Gall, and Bitterneſs on 
his Adverfaries Part, eſpecially by 0. Y. 1 could not well brook 
the Treatment they gave him, even ſuppoling he erred, and they had 
hit the Mark. 

But _— I obſerved how both were weakly hurried down 
the Torrent of Vulgar Acceptation and Senſe of Moderation :; which 
doubtleis rhey ou F i a great CIR underſtood, before 

built uch a S$li , y Foundation the whole Fa- 
ef of their * Tottering Diſcourſes, Fer to me this ſeems to be 
the great occaſion of Diviſions, and Schiſms , that every man fan- 
cies to himſelf a Mean, and Moderation; comparing himſelf with 
himſelf: And becauſe he can inſtance in ſome on both hands, that 
differ from him, and therefore muſt needs be extream, he applauds 
himſelf, as having hit the Golden Mean : Defining Mlodaratian, as 
he in Aulus Gellins did Man. 

For —_ demanded what _ _— } OR wiſely, Socrates 
is a Man, was a e men bei 

Ts = 


Exarmation, 
on, either of ſuch Extreams ( as they - 
rate og Ap magnihe for ſuch. And to ſuch Moderation 
as this,” Mr. Baxter's Unlearned, as well, as Vaio and Vile 
Diſtin&tion of Occaſional Communion : As if conſtant Gommunion 
were wa mary alſo ow (m4 tr 
Church of England ( a little to turn e of the Arguments 
proving him to be fach ) were not conſtant Schiſmaticalueſs, not- 
I TIS Shuffle. 


Occaſional Communion be the thi , why do 
-ortmunicate with the dogg > nan bats Bro 
td CE CORIEIE an paths Jay the Miniſter there? 
which,” Occaſional going to Mats, and-more conſtantly to a Can- 
warerty ia Moderation too. And if fome men of the 
Church of ngland leave the 'Communion-Service quite out, while 
others uſe it in the Desk, they may be termed men of Moderation 
too: As he that lays claim to an whole Eſtate, tho moſt unjuſtly, 
is a moderate Man, if he acquieſces with one Field or ewo for Peace 
fake, when not a Foot is by Law-due unto him. 

And doth not the prefent Moderation come tothis, as if the Ene- 
mics of our Church ſhould fay thus, as they truly may, mo = 
J 
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by innumerable falſe, and wicked Slanders caſt upon the Govern- 
ment, and Governours, and Service of the Church of England, dif 
affected many People from them all : And having ſo done, we ſea- 
ſonably and ſucceſsfully took Arms, and beat them all down, and 
confounded thetn ; but an overruling Power and Providence cauſin 
us to let go our hold, and vomit up that ſweet Morſel we ha 
once ſwallowed, we now addreſs our ſelves to the Church of Eng- 
land, that they would Fairly, and Peaceably, and Charitably give 
all again for the asking for : and if not all at once, by Degrees : Firſt 
granting one thing, then another, and then a third, and ſo on ; our 
Arguments and Reaſons being always as valid for what remains, as 
for what ſhall be yielded to us,and we continuing as unquiet and reſt- 
leſs until we be poſſeſſed of all, as we were before any thing was 
granted to us ; and this Motive being always obliging Peace, and U- 
nity, which we promiſe to keep with them of the Church of Eng- 
kend, when they ſhall in this manner become of our Religion. . O 
Singular Charity, and Divine Moderation ! 

- I muſt confeſs our Author of Moderation a Vertne, makes an offer 
Pay. 23, 24- 43 if he wonld unriddle this Abſtruſe Notion ; and 
us whart is Moderation : But finding ( as it ſhould ſeem ) the 
task too hard and dangerous, and ſo hot, that it would burn his- 
Fi att! caoſe him to let go his Pen Writing far it ; aftera 
fouriſhing promiſe, he 7 og off from the true Queſtion, and 
Difficalty,. and leaves it to ſhift, and plead for it ſelf : and betakes 
himfelf to the Commendation of the great vertue or habit of a Tem- 
te or Moderate Mind, and Diſpoſition: Which is very fine, and. 
udable , but nothing at all to his purpoſe ; which was to declare 
unto ns putcov 72 neces the Mediocrity of the thing, as_the 
Philoſopher $s. He ſhould have tak us which was the true 
Mean itt Religion,which was the Moderate Worſhip of God between 
two vicious Extreams : but this he either conſidered not, or more- 
wiſely than faithfully avoided. For I doubt not, ( whatever he- 
doth ) but a Papiſt, a Quaker, a Presbyterian, a Jew, a Mahome- 
tan ay be a very Moderate and well Temper'd Man of mind,and- 
Modeſt : but what is this.-to our choice of our Religion from the 
m__ of the ſame, and Moderateneſs ? 

And yet this Moderator himſelf was but little acquainted. with: 
this Vertue he commends, as may appear by. his taking into ſuch 
rude, and ridiculous Cozſideration, a Sermon laying forth the ini- 
quity of Pretenders to ſuch Moderation as he fancies : Bat that 1 


meddle 
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meddle not with, as-quite from my purpoſe : Yet is it not ſo Imper- 
tinent, as his extremities in wringing the Noſe of all Canons and 
Rubricks of the Church, which he ſtomachs , with fo much and 
Nrange violence of interpretation, that he forces blood from them. 
According to which PraCtice we ſhall never be able to underſtand one 
another any longer than we talk together, nor then neither, our Backs 
being a little turned, and ſuch canvaſſing uſed. 

But we ſuppoſing that the Conſtitutions and Canons ofthe Church, 
tho,( as in ſuch Caſes it muſt neceſſarily happen ) ſome few may ad- 
mit of varions Conſtruftions, were much more clear and intelligible 
—_ and without his Scholy, than with it ; we earneſtly demand 
of theſe Reformers of Reformation, and Moderators of Mederation, 
before they ſo apertly preſume to modellize the Church according 
to their Scantling , to give us the true Notion of Moderati- 
on in more Terms than hitherto ; that we may know bet- 
ter how to accommodate our ſelves to their ExpeCtations : And Se- 
condly, that they would ſetabout the work to e, and prove 
by good Rules and Authority ( not their own, worlſlt and weak- 

of all men ) that the Church of England, as now conſtituted in 
all it's Habiliments, Rites, and Ceremonies, is not the moſt Mode- 
rate: Church can be produced, or inſtanced in by them. 
" Nay, I will ventuxe to add one Challenge more, If we cannot 
make it a upon better Ground, that more might be added, 
than any of them ſhall bring, that more ſhould be taken away than 
is, then we willloſe our Canſe, and they ſhall Triumph with Cauſe, 
who have hitherto without Cauſe. 

This we wonld not have ſaid, - but that we are perſwaded we can 
do it, and that upon this, our unquiet , and querulous Brethren 
would ceaſe their Complaints, and reſt fatisfied with the preſent 
State of things, left a worſe thing happen unto them. For tho I 
approve not faying which Mr. Baxter notes as moſt dangerous 
to them, and Notorious, nor can I tell, but by his Reports, ever 
any ſuch thing was faid of Diſfſenters : That if they would not be 
- quiet, they ſhould have more things to trouble them - Yet ſay this, 
according. to all indifferent Rules of Judgment, it is altogether as 
reaſonable that the Ceremonies of the Church ſhould be more Nume- 
—_ as they can make it,that thoſe we have , ſhould be aboliſhed,or 

wer. 

Laſtly, we demandof theſe men, if they cannot give us the true, 
and genuine Definition of Moderation, they would at leaſt —— 
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